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FOOD NOW 
FOR HUNGRY 
EUROPE 


-say M.P.s & soldier 


% OR the sake of our men who 
have to do the fighting—don’t 
let them have the burden 

round their necks that men and 

women are being starved without 
even a military purpose.” 

In these words Tom Wintringham, 
Commander of the Internationa! Bri- 
gade in Spain, ended the outstanding 
speech at the meeting held by the 
Food-Relief Campaign in Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, on Monday. 

“Many shades of opinion are repre- 
sented on this platform,” said Vera 
Brittain in introducing the speakers 
to the packed audience, “but the thing 
which unites us is the urgent desire to 
send food relief now to our friends in 
occupied Europe.” ; 

“What we are contemplating,” said 
Mr. R. R. Stokes, MP, “is grim, star 
death by starvation on the Continent.” 
Only people who had seen starvation 
knew what that really meant. His 
mind went back to his days as a 
soldier in the Army of Occupation 
after the last war. 

MILLIONS AFFECTED 


“There are today nearly 11 million 
young children actually undergoing 
famine in Europe—and a correspond- 
ing number of nursing mothers. You 
may argue that responsibility for 
feeding them rests on the Germans. 
Under International Law that is not 
so. You may say there is a moral re- 
sponsibility on the Germans. I agree 
—but you cannot feed children on 
responsibilities. 

“In the last war 100,000 tons of 
relief went into Belgium each month. 
Compared to that we are now asking 
for a trivial amount.” 

James Maxton, MP, paid a tribute 
to the work of 200 local food-relief 
committees and begged them “not to 
weary in well-doing.”” What had been 
done for Greece, he said, could be done 
for other countries. Was it too much 
to hope that the UNRRA organization 
might have some little experience be- 
fore the end of the war and give the 
people of Europe a token of its good 
intentions? 

“MILITARIST” PLEADS 

Speaking as an “impenitent mili- 
tarist,” Tom Wintringham (deputiz- 
ing for Sir Richard Acland) cited “a 
good military principle—to treat your 
friends as friends.” 

“Men who feel that their cause has 
black edges to it do not do the job as 
well and get it over as quickly—that 
is the point about the morale of fight- 
ing men, Every division in the Army 
of Occupation after the last war 
mutinied on just this point—that of 
giving away their rations to German 
civilians.” 

As for the plea (made in the News 
Chronicle that morning) that we 
should soon be able to feed Europe 
“by the front door,” this was over- 
optimistic, especially in view of our 
experience in Italy. 

Vera Brittain, the chairman, in 
moving the resolution urging jimmedi- 
ate extension of relief, said “It may 
still be possible to save some of these 
children. Remember that Greek relief 
was the result of a sustained public 
opinion.” The resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

* * * 

Messages were sent to the meeting by George 
Bernard Shaw (reported in col. 4), the Bishop 
of Birmingham, the Moderator of the Free 
Church Council, Dr. Howard Kershner (USA), 
Dr. Cawadias (President of the Greek Red 


Cross), and distinguished Dutch and Belgian 
citizens at present in Britain (see page 4). 


WAR WITHOUT PRINCIPLES 


Allie: 
lasting 


barriers to a 


peace 


R. GANDHI’S release is good news. Though he is, alas, now 
seriously ill, the spiritual reserves he commands make 
possible a speedy recovery. And the general expectation 

is that he will recover; and that he will soon be in personal 
communication with the Viceroy. 


The political situation has sensibly deteriorated during his imprisonment, 
because of the Bengal famine, and the military failure of the Allies in Burma. 


But how far this deterioration is of a 
kind that strengthens. Mr. Gandhi’s 
position it is impossible to say. I can 
hardly believe that it is, as the Delhi 
correspondent of the Daily Mail (May 
8) says, 

“A foregone conclusion that the Mahatma 
will meet the Viceroy in an effort to reconcile 


differences and thereby swing a united India 
into the war against Japan.” 


It is not so simple as that, 


Does it make sense? 


JN a recent number of American 
Life (Mar. 6) an American soldier 
in England is reported as saying: 
“Nobody can tell us this is a wonderful 
crusade. We’re gonna beat these Germans be- 
cause it’s gotta be done. But it’s a bloody job 
ase and it gripes us to hear it called any fancy 
names. 
Certainly, as things are, it does not 
deserve any fancy names. 
But with the growing mental 
fatigue and the imminence of battles 
far more sacrificial to the British and 
Americans than any have been so far, 
there is evident a desire to make sense 
of the war. Alastair Forbes in the 
Daily Mail (May 2) would like to 
believe that the purpose of the war is 
to reassert the reign of law; but he 
finds it hard. The Editor of Life 
would like to believe that the Ameri- 
cans are fighting for a durable peace 
in Europe; he too finds it hard. 


Hard to find 


GUCH a peace, says Life, will not be 
durable without continued agree- 


ment among the Big Three. 

“But America will probably not continue to 
agree very long if the Big Three plans agreed 
on do not seek peace for the good of Europe 
as a whole.” 


And Mr. Forbes asks how the Big 
Three can reassert the reign of law if 


it does not prevail between themselves. 

“The sooner all the Allies accept the same 
standard of international morality the better. 
Without it there is no guarantee that the world 
to which our soldiers will eventually return 
will be any better a place to live in.” 


In fact, the “principles” of inter- 
national morality on which the Big 
Three appear te be working are hard 
to formulate. 


“Legitimate” governments 


BRITAIN appears to have adapted 
the principles of the Holy Alli- 
ance, and to be defending legitimacy. 
But not as a matter of principle. 
Vichy’s claims to legitimacy were sys- 
tematically scorned by Britain, when 
they were allowed by (a not yet belli- 
gerent) USA. ‘ 
Russia concludes a treaty with the 
Czech Government of Dr. Benes and 
refuses to negotiate with the Polish 
Government whose claims to authority 
are just as good. “Why is it,” asks 


SEND IT SOARING 
AGAIN 


For the first time for a consider- 
able period, the fortnightly con- 
tributions to the Peace News Fund 
have fallen below £20. And_ this 
despite the fact that one reader has 
reacted to the suggestion that PN is 
unduly depressing by sending us £5. 
Yn the friendliest spirit, I invite the 
faithful to pull themselves together. 
Where I live, for the past fort- 
night, the drone of bombers going 
and returning from their deadly 
mission has been incessant, And 
looking at these flights of beautiful 
and sinister birds of war, I have re- 
flected how much might be achieved 
by the expenditure of the cost of a 
single one of them for the cause of 
peace. Will not every reader regu- 
larly put away something, however 


small, for the Peace News fund? 
Contributions since Apr. 28: £13 19s. 10d. 
Total to date: £5,321 15s. 3d. 


THE EDITOR 
Please makes cheques, ete., payable to Peace 
News, and address them to the 


Accountant, Peace News, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Observer’s 


Commentar 


The Economist (May 6), “that ob- 
stacles which are thought to be in- 
superable in the case of Poland are 
non-existent in the case of the 
Czechs?” 


“The chief reason is surely that the Russians 
have no reason to doubt the friendly intentions 
of the Czechs nor their acceptance of an ‘east- 
ward orientation’ in their politics.” 

The answer is reasonable enough. 
But you cannot get a principle out 
of it. 


American{interests 


TPHE principle of American policy 

is, pending the election, indeci- 
pherable. But there is na reason to 
suppose it will be found to differ 
essentially from those of Britain or 
Russia, Right will be what safe- 
guards or promotes the interests of 
the USA as those interests are con- 
ceived by the ruling politicians and 
economic classes. 

It is not immediately obvious that 
those interests are in fact served by 
durable peace in Europe. American 
industry has never expanded at such 
a prodigious rate as it has done since 
this war began; neither are American 
conceptions of world-trade (maximiz- 
ing exports and minimizing imports) 
such as will promote: durable peace 
anywhere, 

On the other hand, if, after a grim 
post-war experience, Europe were to 
achieve sufficient unity to follow a 
concerted economic policy—which is 
one essential condition of durable 
peace in Europe—and further, if 
Hurope were to use her economic 
power, as she would, to make a fair 
bargain with USA—durable peace in 
Europe might become quite unpopular 
in USA 


China’s internal troubles 


HE continued miscarriage of the 
Allies’ military plans for the re- 
conquest of Burma gives added point 
to the radical criticisms of the Chiang 
Kai-Shek regime in China. Such criti- 
cisms have long been frequent in 
USA, where Pearl Buck has courage- 
ously denounced the corruption of the 
Kuomintang. The consequences are 
patent in the military sphere. Japan 
has only 400,000 troops in China; the 
Kuomintang troops are reckoned at 3 


millions. 

“But” (says Stuart Gelder in the News- 
Chronicle, May 3) “half a million of the Kuo- 
mintang’s best trained, best equipped and best 
fed soldiers are being employed in blockading 
the Communists.” 


As a result there is no real co-oper- 
ation between the Allied armies and 
the Chinese in the effort to reconquer 
Burma. 

A later message to the News 
Chronicle (May 5) reports that the 
Government’s attitude to the growing 
popular demand for far-reaching 
political, economic and financial re- 
forms is adversely affecting the 
Chinese war-effort. With these re- 
forms the Chinese Communists have 
identified themselves for many years. 


A new Fascism? 


WA/HEREAS the significant feature 
YY of the development of national 
resistance movements in Europe is 
the increasingly close co-operation 
between the Communists and the 
Nationalists, in China the reverse 
tendency is at work. Is that because 
the Chinese Communists have long 
been and are still in effective control 
of 2 considerable part of North 
China and therefore, if their co- 
operation is sought, are in a position 


to insist on a share in the real 
political control? 

But the Kuomintang is no longer 
the democratic organization which 
was founded by Sun Yat Sen. It has 
become a close and corrupt oligarchy, 
Rather than mend its ways it prefers 
to spend its waning strength in trying 
to starve the Communists into sub- 
mission, Mr, Stuart Gelder is not 


hopeful about the future. 

“If the present anti-Liberal trend in Chung- 
king continues the final result of the defeat of 
Japan in China might well be the emergence of 
something very like a Fascist Dictatorship 
which would use Lend-Lease weapons‘to sup- 
press any popular attempt to overthrow it... 
A Fascist China might in time be as dangerous 
4 an Imperial Japan.’ (News Chronicle, May 


Russia’s part 
HAT unpleasant dénoiment may 
™ be paralleled in certain countries 
of Europe—perhaps more quickly 
than in China, where the defeat of 
Japan appears to be considerably 
more remote than the defeat of Ger- 
many in Europe. A concentration of 
American strength against Japan 
may produce a dramatic reversal of 
the present position; equally, it may 
not. And if the defeat of Japan is 
long delayed, the Kuomintang 
Government may collapse by its own 
rottenness. Human nature js full of 
contradictions. But I find it difficult 
to believe that a government so 
corrupt as Chiang Kai-Shek’s en- 
tourage is reported to be will not be 
willing to do a deal with the Japanese. 
Crucial to the development of the 
whole complex situation is the 
attitude of Russia, once the European 
war is over, And even if Russia sticks 
to her neutrality, it is hardly likely 
that she will refrain from giving help 
to the Chinese Communists. From 
all that one hears of them, the 
Chinese Communists are much more 
likely to be the real saviours of China 
than the present Kuomintang: and if 
they are strengthened by American 
Lend-Lease supplies at, second-hand, 
via Russia, poetic justice will be 
done. 


End of an “atrocity” 


T REJOICE to see that the press 
© has dropped the accusation that 
the Germans fire on the Red Cross. 
It will be remembered that the press 
correspondents at the Anzio beach- 
head apologized handsomely for their 
mistake in making such a, charge. 
Two messages from Anzio, \in the 
Daily Mail and Express (May 8), 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


Warning by 
Bernard Shaw 


Humanity is the 
safest policy... 


MAZE must realize that the Anglo- 

YY American alliance will come 
out of this war with a terrifying 
reputation, not only in eremy 
countries but in Allied enes. Our 
air warfare strikes friends and 
foes alike; and instead of gaining 
rich cities and subjugating indus- 
trious populations we reduce the 
cities to heaps of rubble, and leave 
those of their inhabitants whom 
we do not kill without the means 
of practising their industries. 


The fact that this horror has 
been forced on us by circumstances 
May excuse us; but it does not 
lessen the terror of, it; and terror 
breeds hatred and brings ug into 
mortal danger of a world combina- 
tion to deprive us of our vast 
destructive power. 


From this nothing can save us 
but a conspicuous humanity in all 
our dealings with the victims and 
the vanquished. In 1918 we main- 
tained the blockade after the 
Armistice and starved millions of 
children. If we do that again we 
shall deserve the worst that may 
happen to us later on. This time 
we must feed the children at all 
costs and hazards. Every meal 
they eat at our table will be a 
premium of the very safest form 
of insurance against another war. 


—George Bernard Shaw in a 
message of good will to the Food 
Relief Campaign meeting at the 
Caxton Hall, London, on Monday 
night (reported in col. 1). 
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THE REBIRTH 
OF FRANCE 


ONE of the questions which future 

historians will ask themselves is 
whether the condition of Europe after 
this war was in any essential respect 
better than it would have been if 
Britain had made peace with Ger- 
many in June 1940. We do not 
intend to try to answer it. 

But there is much to be said for 
the view that peace—even a Hitler’s 
peace—in 1940 would have been 
better for the average European than 
any possible outcome of a further 
four or five years of war. How 
utterly different, for instance, would 
be the condition of France. Defeat 
is no new experience for her; it has 
never prevented her from re-establish- 
ing her claim to be regarded as the 
leader of European civilization, It is 
an insult to suppose that De Gaulle 
and his movement have redeemed 
France from disgrace. It is possible 
that in years to come De Gaulle and 
his followers will have much the 
same equivocal place in French his- 
tory as the emigrés during the 
Napoleonic war. For the plain fact 
is that, De Gaulle will be in a position 
of authority in post-war France 
simply because Britain decided to 
continue the war, and to subsidize his 
movement. Whether or not it is 
representative, in any sense, of 
France today, we do not know; it was 
not representative of France in 1940, 
And from the point of view of the 
average Frenchman it _is doubtful 
whether France under De Gaulle in 
1945 will be any improvement on 


France under Pétain in 1940. The 
promised purge of supporters of 
Vichy will after all only be a 


systematic persecution of a majority 
by a minority which happens to have 
the support of foreign money and 
foreign armies, 


* 


We hold no brief for Pétain; neither 
do we hold one for De Gaulle, For 
France, on the other hand, we do. 
And we are certain that the com- 
fortable identification of France with 
the supporters of De Gaulle, which is 
a necessary corollary of Britain’s 
conception of her own disinterested- 
ness in waging the war, is largely 
illusion. 

Why not admit the facts? The 
France that has grown under the 
stress of its experience since 1939 is, 
morally and_politieally, an unknown 
quantity. We can conjecture its 
physical but not its moral condition 
from Southern Italy. For peasant 
France| was politically more mature 
than not only Italy but Britain 


herself. 


We may take it for granted that the French, 
as a people, are the dupes neither of German 
propaganda, nor of ours, nor of De Gaulle’s. 
M. Pierre Maillaud’ writes in The Observer 
(May 7) : 

“At the present time it must be frankly said 
that the extent of Allied bombing on occupied 
territory is causing resentment among those 
who have to bear the brunt.” 

Victory-minded Englishmen do not easily 
appreciate the distinction between using France 
as a means to beating Germany fer their own 
purposes, and fighting on behalf of France as 
an end in herself. The French have no diffi- 
culty in making the discrimination. Not only 
do they suffer directly from the bombing: but 
“dissociation of ideas” is as definitely a habit 
of the French mind as ‘association of ideas" is 
of the British. They are realists: they do not 
expect complete disinterestedness from us, just 
as they make no profession of it themselves. 
The more intellectually honest we are about 
our conduct towards France, the more likely 
are we to hold the respect of France in 
post-war world. The French, we may he sure, 
have long been asking themselves whether we 
were justified in prolonging the war. It may 
be self-evident to the average Englishman: to 
the average Frenchman it is not. 
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SIMPLIFYING THE ISSUES 


RITERS in this 
journal keep 
com p laining 

that inter-Allied policy is be- 
coming increasingly confused. I 
should say rather that it be- 
comes daily more simplified. 

For one thing, those obstinate 
impediments to Allied concord— 
War Aims—are being dropped 
one iby one. 


The Re-education of Germany, for 
instance, looks like following the At- 
lantic Charter into the dustbin. 

Latest to disown it was the Dutch 
Foreign Minister, who said recently 
that Holland would agree to collabor- 
ate with Britain in the post-war con- 
trol of Europe “only if Britain has no 
intention of large-scale disarmament.” 

And his reason: “Germany is going 
to lose this war, and that will breed a 
spirit of revenge.” 


* * 


Now obviously, to 
breed revenge is not 
to re-educate out of militarism, but 
to re-cultivate it. This is a pity, but 
‘we cannot avoid it. Committed to 
victory, We are automatically dedi- 
cated'to revenge-breeding, one 
Our War Aim is thus at total vari- 
ance with our War Effect. Aiming in 
one direction, we are compelled to go 
in the opposite. Desiring to go to Bir- 
mingham, we take the road to Beachy 
Head, explaining that it is the only 
road we know. 

Thus, with the abandonment of our 
Re-education Aim, our other Aim— 
the Final Abolition of War—also finds 
itself in a shaky position. 

This is strongly emphasized by that 
prominent educator of public opinion, 
E. A. Hulton of Picture Post. Urging 
the need to “combat the state of mind 
which cannot visualize the possibility 
of another war,” he warns us that the 
very international force on which the 
maintenance of peace depends is itself 
@ potential source of discord. 

“Vast Russia,” he says, “has forged 
a wonderful! fighting machine which 


“SOWLGLASS” 
deprecates all this 


talk of confusion 
about our war aims 


the generals may feel disinclined to 
disband,” and “Britain must keep her 
wits about her to preserve that equal- 
ity which is the surest guarantee of 
peace.” He therefore suggests that we 
“make up for our numerical inferi- 
ority by devoting a greater proportion 
of our production to armaments than 
the Russians, who would be free to 
employ more production for peaceful 
purposes.” 

In short, so little do we trust our 
ally that we must put ourselves at an 
economic disadvantage with her to 
ensure that she does not entirely 
dominate the post-war military situ- 
ation. 


Thus we reach the conclusion: Ger- 
many will be a danger because she is 
defeated; Russia will be a danger be- 
cause she is victorious. 


Seeing, then, that both defeat and 
victory result in militarism, would it 
not be safer to prevent both by calling 
the war a draw? No; for we then 
come up against that strong body of 
opinion which insists that this war 
came about because the last one was 
not sufficiently decisive. 

Thus militarism will be re-estab- 
lished whatever happens. Every 
turned stone reveals it, every explored 
avenue leads to it. No wonder the 
BBC, summarizing a recent debate on 
post-war housing, announced that “in 
years to come, vulnerability to bomb- 
ing will affect house-planning.” 


* * 
FINALLY, there is 
that other Aim, the 


Reconstitution of Europe. For the 
chances of that one, we need go no 
further than the prophecy recently 
uttered in this journal: “The destruc- 
tion of Europe will Overtake the 
victory.” 


LETTERS 


The pacifist and 


society 


A CCORDING to your correspondent 

F. W. Engieheart (PN, Apr. 14) 
one of the reasons why pacifists join 
the army or go on the land jis that 
“they are ‘civic-minded,’ ‘socially- 
conscious,’ or what-not, Le., always 
wanting to de something, instead of 
to be something.” Uf he had 
examined this more carefully, I think 
that he would have seen that it is,a 
completely contradictory statement. 
At no time, whether in peace or war 
is the individual a whole; he cannot 
be an isolated individual, 

Man is a social being, and as such can 
only realize himself in society. Sacial re 
lations are not external things; they do not 
lie somehow between men, but only within 
them. In society, the self is transformed and 
self-conscioysness becomes a consciousness of 
the community which is involved in one’s 
communion with others. Man can only attain 
to that realm of being through his eocial- 
consciousness. 

I agree with F. W. Engleheart in objecting 
to the pacifists who are always wanting to do 
something, but my objection is based on the 
fact that, for them, doing something is an 
end, whereas it should only be a2 means. It is 
precisely use these pacifists are ot 
socially _ conscious, that they make doing an 


end in itself. 
EILEEN LANDER 
Bank House, Brighouse. 


Nationalism 


In reply to John Bate, my “confusion” of 
nationalism with the personalizing of nations 
is due to the fact that nationalism implies that 
a nation is a personal unity; actually a nation 
is a multitude of individuals whose outlook on 
life and even materia] interests are far from 
identical. It would, of course, be grossly unfair 
to personalize even a class in the sense of 
penalizing one person for another’s misdeeds, 
but class may in certain circumstances be in- 
dicative of mentality; Mr. Bate unconsciously 
provides evidence of this by contrasting a 
Russian farmer with a Welsh miner, but not 
al! Russians are agriculturalists, nor al] Welsh- 
men coal]-heavers, 

_ What is the common denominator between a 
journalist, 2 farmer, a banker, a miner, 2 
monk of the same nationality? If they are 
orthodox patriotic nationalists, they will enter- 
tain a high notion of some undefined element 
called their “country” and in war will aupport 
their government; otherwise their ways of life 
are alien from one another and are in fact 
much more akin to those of the same respective 
callings in other lands. A characteristic to be 


truly national must be found in all members of 
a nation and not elsewhero; does such exist? 
Nations—like libraries, genera] stamp collec- 


tions and other heterogeneous assembhes— 
cannot be properly compared, save quantita- 
tively. As to “universal sameness,” if it is 
ever brought about, it will be due not to the 
non-nationalist but to the press, the motor car, 
the radio, the aeroplane. Curious that although 
most people spend their lives in one country, 
imaginary sameness doesn’t worry them. 

Does John Bate recognize any distinction 
between those who do and those who don’t 
support war? If he does, he is undermining 
the theory of nationalism; if he does not, then 
let us hope he raises no objection to indiserim- 
inate bombing or such other war atrocities as 
are defensible only upon the supposition that a 
nation is an indivisible person. 

JOHN NIBB 


BM/JONIB, London, W.C.1. 


Democracy and P.R. 


I don’t think Michael Barclay has given 
much thought to the nature of democracy. For 
it is obvious that the function of an electorate 
under the system of parliamentary democracy 
is to decide which group or party commands 
the most support. The object is to provide an 
effective government and for this the accept- 
&nce of the majority principle is necessary. 

Government under such a system can hardly 
be representative, even though the Chamber 
may be. If representative government is the 
primary aim, it would seem that the use of the 
referendum on almost every issue would be 
necessary, but once again the majority system 
is implied, 

I can see that Michael Barclay has read Mr. 
Humphrey’s literature, but has he read the 
other side of the case? If he wants this from 
the point of view of one who believes in parlia- 
mentary democracy (I do not) he will find it 
in an article by Professor F. A. Hermens in 
the November 1988 number of Social Research 
(USA). The article ig called ‘‘The Trojan 


Horse 6f Democracy.” - 
CONAN NICHOLAS 


Free “gifts” 


Surely there’s a fallacy in Barbara Wootton’s 
argument (PN, Mar. 31) that it is as easy to 
give commodities away in peace-time, as to 
“give” away shells and bombs in war-time. 

If Mr, Chamberlain had given me a suit of 
clothes every six months before Sept., 1939, 
for example, I should not have considered that 
gift the same thing as the two HEs which 
Adolf dropped at my feet (more or less) not 
long ago. The economic (to say nothing of the 
moral) consequences of those two “‘gifts’’ are 
literally “‘not in the same street”! 3 

It is difficult for me to regard the free public 
gift of a bottle of milk to a child as the same 
thing as an incendiary bomb dropped on its 
bed by the “enemy.” 

I doubt if arithmetic and common sense will 
satisfactorily reconcile the divergence in motive 
and effects of a “free” orange and a “free” 
bomb in a “free” orange, or prove that a 
“chandelier flare” dropped over a town during 
an air raid is a “gift” in the same sense aa an 
electric torch from one’s uncle at Christmas 
time. Moreover I feel sure it is easier for 
some people to throw a hand-grenade at the 
“enemy” than to throw a fiver at the poor 


cppinatgiot ! “GIVE AND TAKE” 


Let us not waste time bewailing 
what cannot be avoided. Let us rather 
look on the brighter side of things. 
Seeing only what is fair, let us mock 
at fate and care; by happy alchemy 
of mind, turn to pleasure all we find. 

Europe has always been a nuisance. 
Nobody ever seemed to know what to 
do with it. And now, with socialist 
republics on one side of it, and capital- 
ist democracies on the other, there 
seems less chance than ever of amic- 
able agreement as to its treatment. 

Its destruction may prove the only 
possible solution. All doctors agree 
that the amputation of the leg is a 
certain cure for varicose veins. 


* * 
¥ TRUST I have estab- 


lished my argument 
that the situation, so far from being 


more confused, is considerably 
clarified. , 
We have abandoned four major 


War Aims—the Atl. C., the Re-ed. of 
G., the Abol. of W., and the Recon. of 
E.—thus ridding ourselves of four 
bones of contention which seriously 
threatened Allied Unity. 

All our War Aims are now conveni- 
ently reduced to one—the Re-estab- 
lishment of Militarism. And that has 
the further advantage of providing us 
with a basis for post-war economic 
policy at home—preparation for the 
next war. Which solves our most 
pressing problem—total employment. 

Then why all this talk of confusion? 
Our course lies clear before us, 
straight and smooth as a butter-slide. 


$s 


The better fight 


Servant of God, well done, well hast 
thou fought 

The better fight, who single hast 
maintain’d 

Against revolted multitudes the Cause 

Of Truth, in word mightier than they 

im arms, 
And for the testimony of Truth hast 
borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 


Than violence: for this was all thy 
care 


To stand approv’d in sight of Goa, 
though Worlds 


Judg’d thee perverse. ... 
—Milton, “Paradise Lost,” VI.29. 


now reprinted 


THE UNKNOWN 
SOLDIER 


Dr. H. EMERSON 
FOSDICK 


Id, (postage Id.) 


PPU BOOKSHOP, 6 Endeleigh St., W.C 1 


NOW ON SALE 
Special Fiftieth Issue 


C.B.C.0. Bulletin 


(monthly 8d., by post 4d.; 8s. a year 
post paid) 
Indispensable to C.O.’s, 


C.B.C.0., 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


WHAT SHOULD WE DO 
ABOUT GERMANY ? 
by CARL HEATH 
Price 2d. (post 1d.) 


Friends’ Peace Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, N.W.1. 


Please note our only address 


C. A. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


FOOD-RELIEF CAMPAIGN 


a public meeting to be 
addressed by 


Vera Brittain 


Saturday, May 13, 8.15 p.m. at 


Jordans (Bucks) Village Hall. 
Organized by Jordans Famine Relief. 
Committee 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 


YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. WC! 


P.P.U. SUMMER 
SCHOOL 


WHEN Headquarters agreed to 
Y¥ stimulate study and discussion 
in the PPU, one of the particular 
suggestions from the AGM was that 
there should be summer schools. It 
was a suggestion which, if I were a 
Parliamentary Secretary, I should 
say “had not been lost sight of.” Not 
being a Parliamentary Secretary I 
am free to confess that it sets me 
dreaming of Swanwick, Langham, 
Harrogate—those summer confer- 
ences of 1937-89 which, for anyone 
who had the good fortune to be 
there, have become a memorable part 


of the PPU tradition, 

What was the quality of those gatherings? 
From a host of memories one rises to engulf 
all others. That night at Swanwick, after a 
riotous concert, when Dick called for a 
moment’a silence round the camp-fire, and we 
stood together under the stars made suddenly 
aware of our purpose in coming together. 
Dick said only—That is peace.” 

That was peace. This is total war. How 
much of the spirit of Swanwick can we hope 
to muster in 1944? To be quite unparlia- 
mentary again I would like to let it out that 
there would almost certainly have been no 
summer achool this year had it not been for 
the irresponsible persistence of John Barclay. 
The practical difficulties were sufficient to 
daunt any man who had in him less of the 
genius of Squire Headlong (whose mind, Pea- 
eock tells us, worked with such an astonishing 
alacrity as almost to annihilate the interval 
between conception and execution). Anyway, 
John has found accommodation for forty 
people at Spicelands in Devon. The fortunate 
forty can come on Aug. 19 and stay until 
the following week-end, for a comprehensive 
charge of not more than £2 for food and 
accommodation. If there are too many appli- 
cations we shal] have to choose (on principles 
yet to be concocted !)—but at present there are 
still several vacant places. 

What sort of get-together it will be is beyond 
my power to imagine or describe. Almost any- 
thing might happen. The programme outlined 
by the Summer School Committee while I was 
having a compulsory holiday near Shepherds 
Bush recently bears no recognizable relation 
to our suggested study syllabus; it is a 
triumphant compromise between the Prophets 
and the Pedants. The general theme is “The 
Way Forward” and British National Life, 
Europe, India, the Far East, the PPU and the 
Individual are all up for discussion. Speakers 
will be announced later (what a world of 
minor worries that little phrase conceals !) 

Speakers or no speakers, John will be there 
to help run the show; a sufficient guarantee 
that there will not be a dull moment and ade- 
quate warning that there probably won’t he 
even a quiet one. J shall be surprised if John 
and Patrick Figgis--who will be there “for the 
duration”—don't hetween them manage to 
conjure up again the apirit of which Dick 
could say simply and truly—“That is peace.” 


ROY WALKER 


GOVT. MILLIONS ON ADVERTISING 


Government departments have spent 
£7,867,828 on press advertising since war 
began. For each of the last three years ex- 
penditure has been about £2,000,000. An 
analysia showing the sums spent by different 
departments was given by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in a written Parliamentary answer 
on Apr. &; of the 21 departments concerned, 
the Ministry of Food had the highest expendi- 
ture on press advertising last year (£521,586), 
with the National Savings Committee second 
(£535,351), and the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power third (£218,420). 


Scottish nationalism at the 
Kirkcaldy by-election 


Candidates wind up a controversy 


We have received the following 
letter from Douglas Young, Scottish 
Nationalist candidate at the Kirk- 
caldy by-election in February: 


MY* attention has been drawn to 
My, Port’s letter of Apr. 14, on 
which I would comment. 


In the Kirkcaldy Burghs by-elec- 
tion I advocated democratic self- 
government for Scotland, the aim for 
which the Scottish National Party 
was formed, Mr. Port correctly 
states that at no time did I call for a 
cessation of hostilities. I did how- 
ever point out that Scotland has 
never begun them, and cannot in- 
fluence them till she has self-govern- 
ment, in which event I am sure Scot- 
land’s voice will be, as in the past, 
on the side of peace and justice 
between nations. 


My view is plainly stated in my election 
address: “It is my princiyle that the Scottish 
people through a democratic Scottish Govern- 
ment should have contro] of whatever war- 
effort the Scottish people wish to make, just 
as Canada and Australia*have self-government 
in war as in peace. . - . The Scottish people 
have the right to decide when, where, why, 
and how Scotland shall make war and peace 
ang trade. The nation is the true basis of 
government, and the people must be master of 
the national State in all its functions.” 


The Kirkcaldy burghers generally found 
this plain enough, but Mr. Port finds it “con- 
fused.” I can only say, with Spinoza, 
“Intelligenda adfera, non intellectam.” 


Concerning the kaleidoscopic phenomena 
calleq “the war’ I hesitate to utter sweeping 
judgments for want of indubitable facts. 
British officialdom cast me into gaol for re- 
fusing to be conscripted under their so-called 
National Service (Armed Forces) Act, 1939, 
which I demonstrated to be unconstitutional 
(see the pamphlets, ‘‘The Free-minded Scot” 
and “A Seot’s Free Fight’). I still think it 
is. However that may be; as my Address 
indicates, “Briefly, my policy is 
defence of Scotland and the assertion of 
Scottish principles in the world.” Tf at any 
time, in my view, these aims can be most 
; effectively furthered by volunteering for the 
British Army, or the Chungking Army, or the 
Red Army, then I may volunteer. So far I am 
best disposed tewards the Chinese, perhaps 
because I know least about them. 


the total] 


* * « 
Mr. Port writes that Mr. Hilditch was 
“concerned with the similaritjes between 


Scottish and German national socialism.” I 
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Hilditch, for 
whose sincerity and perseverance I have great 
respect, and I read with interest his booklet. 
“Economic Democracy ot Dictatorship.” 


He there states (pp. 10-11): “The only 
alternative to unconditional surrender and 2 
dictated peace is to he ready to negotiate with 
and work with all who want the same kind 
of future as you do”; ‘I advocate the ending 
of the war by negotiation on a basis of 
socialism.” On pp. 11-12 he suggests as part 
of “the socialism I advocate’ the ‘“‘nation- 
alization of credit, transport and mines.” Not. 
please note, internationalization or municipal- 
ization, but nationalization. 

Thus we see Mr. Hilditch advocates a form 
of ‘‘national socialism,” and until] the Germans 
“want the same kind of future’ he purposes to 
go on fighting them. In other words he is 
concerned to effect similarities between Hil- 
ditch national socialism ang German national 
socialism, by making war on the Germans till 
they agree to try his brand. His attitude 
reminds me of that of the English lady 
travelling down the Rhine, who was asked 


by a German lady, “What do you, as a 
foreigner, think of our German scenery 2) and 
replied, “I am not a foreigner, I am English.’ 


* * * 


It. is five years since I visited Germany, hut 
already at that time most of the miscellaneous 
folk I talked with seemed to think Germany 
already had “nationalization of credit, trans- 
port and mines” and “‘socialism,’ and some of 
them were heartily sick of it, 


The term “socialism,” in its umpteen con- 
structions, seems to cover 2 multitude of sins 
and some virtues. Perhaps some word-users 
would apply the label ‘‘national socialism” to 
the following proposals in my address :? 


“In Scotland we must set up a truly demo- 
eratic Government, which secures for the 
people the results the people demand. We do 
not want a centralized State, restricted by 
monopolist greed.or bureaucratic meddjesame- 
ness. We must restore the nowers and vitality 
of our local government, in parish, trade, 
burgh and county, so that the people concerned 
may always keep the real control of policy 
and get the results they desire.” 

Fifty years ago I dare say the Marx- 
Leninists would have denounced that as 
“populism”; the Trotskyists today term it 
‘‘puerile &nd reacifionary.” I leave your 
readers to determine how far it presents 


similarities to what Mr. Hilditch calls ‘‘Gér- 
man national socialism.” 
* 

Henry Hilditch, the Christian 


Socialist candidate, replies: 
* ETHER or not I am in favour 
of continuing thé war until 
certain conditions could be fulfilled 
is irrelevant. Had I conveyed such 
an impression to the electorate then 
I think that my vote would have 
been considerably higher. 


The question is, whether or not 
Mr, Young made an appee! for votes, 
by laying the blame for Scotland’s 
ills upon the English, and appealing 
to the vanity of Scotch “superiority.” 

In my opinion, to state “Scotland 
has more coal per acre, and more 
brains per head than the English,” 
or to advertise a meeting in these 
terms, “Why drag behind England’s 
tails. .~ . Seots have the brains. . .. 
We only lack political power to make 
Seotland first among nations” are 
such appeals, 

I see in such appeals a similarity 
to Hitler’s appeals when he lays the 
blame for Germany’s ills upon the 
Jews and talks of a “superior” 
German race. 

May I say to those who have 
written me on this matter that any 
criticism I have made arises from 
a concern for Scottish nationalism 
and not any opposition to it. 


CHRISTIANS PROTEST AT 
BOMBING POLICY 


A manifesto and appeal issued by members 
of the Council of Christianity Calling records 
their “profound condemnation” of the bombing 
policy of the Government and their desire “‘to 
protest against the silent acquiescence in this 
iniquity of the official Christian denomirra- 
tions.” 


! 
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A PACIFIST CHURCH 
IS PLANNED 


THE proposal to form a Christian 
pacifist church was taken a step 
further at a well attended inaugural 
meeting in Friends House, London, 
on Apr, 29. 
Wallace Hancock, who was in the 
chair, said there was support from 
individuals in all parts of the country, 
It was proposed to form local pacifist 
church groups (some were already 
formed), which it was hoped would‘ 
co-operate with the PPU and FoR.: 
Members of the church could retain 


membership and support of the 
orthodox denominations if they 
wished. : 


A committee was appointed to develop the: 


scheme. 

The Rev. Patrick Figgis, the principal 
speaker, said that Christians should be very 
sure they were acting from right motives in 
forming a pacifist church. He thought, how- 
ever, that people who had left the churches or 
who were seeking a spiritual expression for 
their pacifism might join a pacifist church, and 
that when occasions arose on which the voice 
of Christians should be heard, a pacifist church 
could probably speak clearly and quickly. 


Dr. A. D. Belden said he believed that some 
such church would have to be formed soonet 
or later. The issue involved was more funds- 
mental than any since the Reformation. 
Details of the proposals are obtainable f. 
Wallace Hancock, 21 Raymond Ave., E18. “e 


... AND SO DO WE 


To the Editor 


I note that in a recent issue you say 
that some readers have written to say 
that they find Peace News depressing. 

ay I say that three people do not 
find it so, but look forward to getting 
it on Fridays and to reading it. What 
we do find depressing is reading The 
Times every day. 0 


IDA F, L, GREENWOOD 
Arwendon,, ‘Groesdwyd, Abergele. 


HILDITCH ON MERSEYSIDE. 


Harry Hilditch addressed two public meetings 
on _peace-bhy-negotiation in the Merseyside 
region on Apr. 27 and 28. 

At Chester on Apr. 27 there was the hest 
attendance at a PPU meeting for some time, 
More than half of those present were non- 
pacifists, attracted no doubt by recent press 
correspondence. Harry Hilditch drew attention 
to the negotiations that took place during ‘the 
last war in 1916 and 1917, and pointed out that 
the Cabinet’s hands were tied by a Poisoned 
public opinion. He claimed that the onus of 
forming 2 public opinion favourable to negoti- 
ation was on pacifists. e 

After he had spoken in Liverpool on Apr. 28 
members were invited to help in distributing 
leaflets outside a May Day meeting. : 


NEW LAURENCE HOUSMAN }LEAFLET 


The stock of PPU leaflets on negotiated 
peace is now practically cleared. “(Why ,Un- 
conditional Surrender ?” by Laurence Houseman, 
is a new leaflet that will be ready shartly, to 
be followed by “An American asks, Is the time 
ripe for Peace?” and “The war, what is 
wrong?” Orders received at the PPU Book- 
shop will be dispatched as soon as available 
(1s. per 100). 4 

There are reports from many centres of 
enthusiastic meetings and activity. inchiding 
speakers invited to other organizations. Some 
twenty or more meetings have already; .been 
arranged to take place in the next few weeks. 

i HENRY HILDITCH 


CLASSIFIED 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 50 
words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


Owing to pressure on space we 
reserve the right ta hold over adver- 
tisements and to limit the frequency 
of continuing advertisements. 

When corresponding with PN about 


an advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL PROPERTIES to be let 
or sald in N.W. London and districts, 
apply to MeCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwell 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
to the requirements of pacifists. 


TO LET, near Sloane Square, 2 
furnished reoms, all conveniences. 
Suit 2 persons. Box 433. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlew, The Briars, Crich, Matlock 
(Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 


EDUCATIONAL 


FIND RECREATION and new 
power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence (also visit) 
lessons 6a., classes 1s, 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A., 82 Primrose Hiil Rd., 
London, N.W.3. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


ESPERANTO Correspondence 
Courses. 1s. 6d., £1 5s., including 
text-book. W. J. Brigden, 125 Drake- 
field Rd., Tooting, S.W.17. 

FOR SALE AND WANTED 


LAMB BRAND typewriter ribbons. 
Cleanest, clearest, longest, 89. 6d. 
each, postage paid; 1s. three; 18s. 6d. 
six. Name models, colours, Peace 
News. Hardman and Sons, 16 Pros- 
pect Place, Preston. 

TYPEWRITERS: bought, sold, re- 
paired; special terms to_ pacifists. 
Cook, The Mount, Noak Hill, Rom- 
ford, Essex, 

WANTED TRICYCLE or pedal-car 
for child, remedial purposes. State 
price. Bow 432. 

BEST PRICES GIVEN for un- 
wanted postage stamps. Send your 
collection to me now and receive an 
immediate cash payment. Philatelist, 
22 North Gardner Street, Hyndland, 
Glasgow. 


LITERATURE. etc. 

BOOKS LOANED to C.0.8 on Iand, 
forestry, ete., without abligation. 
Write for list. Marshall, 21 Wheat- 
lands Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 


ARE YOU interested in  inter- 
national war resistance? Groups are 
invited to write to the War Resisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield, 
Middlesex, for specimen literature 
describing the International’s activi- 
ties. The W.RI. can also supply 
speakers to address P.P.U. and other 
pacifist groups on ita work. 

QUAKERISM. Information and 
literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 


Frieads, free on, application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 


N.W.1. 


GOD'S KINGDOM about to be 
established on earth. Booklet “Christ 
Is Coming” 7d. post free from Secre- 
tary, The Kingdom Movement, 21 
Poplar Grove, New Malden, Surrey. 


“SING WE the Trees’: a hand- 
printed book about trees and life 
(articles and poems), illustrated with 
wood-engravings and lino-cuts (2 in 
colour), decorated paper covers, 28 pp. 
5s. 6d. from J. Selwyn Dunn, Kelms- 
cott Studio, 100 Lion Lane, Haslemere, 
Surrey. 


“OUR TOWNS—A _ Close-Up”—a 
grim factual survey of the conditions 
of town-life for the poorest: 5s. (post- 
age 4d.) from the P.P.U. Bookshop, 
Diek Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. 


MEETINGS, etc. 


PUBLIC MEETING organized by 
the Hammersmith Branch of the 
Independent Labour Party, at the 
Broadway Congregation Hal). Ham- 
mersmith, W.6, on Thurs., May 18. 
Speakers, James Maxton, M.P., and 
F. A. Ridley. Doors open 7.30 p.m. 


BIRMINGHAM area groups invited 
apply for P.M.R.C. speaker (available 
early July). Prison Medical Reform 
Council, 5 Lower Camden, Chisle- 
hurst, Kent. 


cll 

WALTHAMSTOW REGION, Thurs., 
May 18, 7.30 p.m., Friends Meeting 
House, Bush Rd., Leytonstone. Jack 
Gibson (London Area Organizer) on 
“The future of pacifism.” Chairman: 
E. C. Redhead. Buses 10, 40, 66, 96, 
101, 145, 148, 661. 

MUSIC LOVERS’ concert, Wed., 
May 17. at 7.15, Congregational Hall, 
The Vineyard, Richmond, Surrey. 
Joan Naylor, A.R.C.M‘, | soprano: 
Martin Haw, A.R.C.M., violinist: 
Ronald James, baritone: Peggie 
Fuller. L.R.A.M., pianist. Collection 


for Famine Relief Committee and 
W.R.I. 


—_—. 


PERSONAL 


CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A satisfactory medium for 
those desiring, congenial pen-friend- 
ships. Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN. 
19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 


6d. WEEKLY from 120 subscribers 
will let me work full-time for Esper- 
ante. Subscribers entitled to corre- 
spondence course. Ord. membership 
Wandsworth Borough Esperanto Inst., 
6s., or 12s. with correspondence 
course, Brigden, 125 Drakefield Rd., 
S.W.17. 


C.0., 23, urgently requires small 
loan for starting market garden and 
fruit farm on own land. Fullest de- 
tails, and goog return given. Box 481. 

JOIN Victory Correspondence Club, 
34 Honeywell Rd., S.W.11, for con- 
genial pen-friends. Stamp. 

GUIDE TO Christian living: social 
reconstruction demands personal reli- 


FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE, 
North St., Barking, Essex, retjmires 
caretaker. Scope for helping in. club 
and other activities. Write fully te 
the Warden. 


GLOUCESTER Lend Scheme, 
Hempstead, Gloucester, a  smalb 
market-gardening community, is still 
needing landworker member. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


DUPLICATING—100 copies, auarte, 
4a. Gd., postage extra. Also expert 
typing. Winifred Jewell Typewriting 
Office, 8 Lammas Park Gardena, 
Ealing. Phone Ealing 1645.. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesaday 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro 
ductions. Consultations all problema, 


eg plies Western 8985. 

jon: igious -} NATURE-CURE TRE ENT 
Postal course, free books, John} qiconse {inelnding ene He ¥ 
Lochiel, 102 Oakley St., London, ; ae 


Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteopath and 
Naturopath, 134 Hoppers Rd., Winch. 
more Hill, N.21. (Ex-Maidstone C.0.} 
Consultations by appeintment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868. 

! 


°3@P.N. PAMPHLET? 
FOR! MAY 


O*E of the essays on “Why I am a 
Z Pacifist,” submitted for the com- 
Petition held last vear for Peace News 
readers and PPU members, ill he 
reprinted as the Peace News pamphlet 
fox May, It will be published on May 


The author is Henry Hilditch. 
the pamphlet will be entitled, “Work 
to Fed war.” 
terations to distributors’ standing 
od ie gg blag should reach 
e ice not later th 
on Tuesday, May 23. ee 


S.W.3. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


It is impossible to confirm satis- 
factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants who are in any doubt are 
recommended to consult the Pacifist 
Service Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street 
W.C.1, which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 

COWMAN WANTED ito take 
charge of small herd, Cottage in 
village adjoining Northampton, Jones 
Gt. Houghton Grange, Northampton 

VACANCY FOR C.0. interesteg in 
learning cooking in social service 
a os oe ae obs a week. Apply 
y letter arden, Dick She 
Club, 254 Harrow Rd., W.2. i?" 

PROGRESSIVE SCHOGU 
someone to take cha.ye of cooking 
Good terms: and hours. Red Hill 
School, East Sutton nr. Maidstone. 


needs 
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Save children 


in Holland 
PLEA BY DUTCHMEN HERE 


‘From a message sent to Monday’s 
fogst-relief meeting (reported on page 
1J,° signed by Dutch citizens in 
Britain. 

[N 1941-42 and again in 1943 your 

* Government refused to the Dutch 
the navicerts necessary for supplying 
the starving children and expectant 
mothers of Holland with concentrated 
foodstuffs. Your Government on that 
point has remained adamant, 

’ Considering that our Government 
should support this request more 
strongly than they had done so far, 
signatures of Dutchmen have been 
collected in London in support of a 
statement, emphasizing that the 
Dutch Government should consider 
the feeding of our children, etc., of 
paramount importance, apart from 
waging the war. 


All Dutchmen signed wholeheartedly, so did 
the captains and sailors of our Merchant 


BLOCKADE CONCESSION HAS 
ONLY LIMITED VALUE 


May 1 dealt expertly with the recent 
ae been taken off the contraband 
ist. 

He was Dr. Frank Chattaway, 
M.Sc., of the Nutrition Department 
of Leeds University. He told the 
Minister that his (Dr, Chattaway’s) 
facts were taken from the Inter- 
national Labour Office and Belgian 
Government sources. 

There was a consensus of opinion 
that® conditions in Belgium had been 
worsening since August, 1943, the 
latest date of detailed information, 
and the position was therefore one of 
urgency. He asked if the Minister 
would seriously consider relief on the 
basis of Dr Howard Kershner’s pro- 
posals. 

This scheme provided 1 02, pro- 
tein, less than 1 oz, fats and 3 oz. 


Marine, constituting a high percentage of the 
Merchant Marine whose task it is to bring 
food to the British Isles, so did the captains 
and ratings of our Navy, the members of our 
Air Force, who by night and by day are fight- 
ing shoulder to shoulder with the English and 
the Americans, so did the captains and sailors 
of our large fishing fleet who are fishing for 
England. 

We Dutch would regret that, back again in 
Holland, we should be forced to say that some 
of the leaders of the good British people did 
not allow our children to be saved, while surely 
they will never allow their own children, 
British or American, to starve and degenerate. 


A SYMBOLICAL P.S.U. 
: PAMPHLET 


,, Completely independent body 
though it now is, Pacifist Service 
Units had its roots in the Pacifist 
Service Corps which sprang up 
under PPU auspices in the first few 
months of the war and which later 
tbecame the PSB. This fact is worth 
recalling to anyone who experienced 
‘the somewhat romantic confusion of 
those earlier days and can compare 
it with the latest publication of PSU, 
“Pattern in Relief” (4d.). For this 
‘pamphlet marks maturity, it is the 
produdt of] an enterprise that has 
found its job, that has passed the 
gaucherie of demonstrating courage 
before the, Phillistines, and that is 
jearning to see infinite richness of 
experience in the relatively small 
field of action to which it is limited 
by its resources. And to commend 
it is to commend the PSU itself. 


* * 


Irene Barclay writes: “I deeply 
ferret that through an oversight the 
Manchester PSU was not included in 
the list of units, etc., I gave in my 
second article on ‘Our Towns,’ pub- 
lished last week.” 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


emphasize the correctness of the 
German behaviour. 
“Stretcher-bearers on both sides are ex- 


changing cigarettes and attempting to conduct 
a conversation. I was talking with one of our 
own stretcher-bearers, He says he wanders 
about buildings with hig Red Cross displayed 
eollecting wounded and is undisturbed by 
Jerry” (Daily Mail). 

The Express, under the heading: 
“Cassino heroes are No-gun Men,” 
tells of two medical orderlies, 

“Marcar and Snuggs waited on orders to see 
whether the fire would slacken off. It did not, 
so they brought out their Red Cross flag on a 
pole and together walked across. The fire 
stopped, and the two men sorted out the con- 
fusion of blood and pain.” 
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carbo-hydrates per day for 10 million 
nursing and expectant mothers and 
children, or less than half of the pro- 
teins and fats and one third of the 
carbo-hydrates laid down by the 
ies one of Nations minimum health 
| standard. 


NEEDS SUPPLEMENTING 


Vitamin D alone was of very 
limited value without calcium and 
phosphorus, since the recipients were 
suffering from multiple vitamin 
deficiency. It would be more effective 
to take vitamins A, Bi, B2, C and D 
off the contraband list and substitute 
multi-vitamin capsules, but it was 
necessary to supplement the vitamins 
by fresh food containing calcium and 
phosphorus—possibly powdered milk, 

In enumerating the customary 
official arguments against relief. the 
Minister, Lord Selborne, re-stated the 
sentence from the memoirs of 
General Ludendorff (exposed in PN, 
Mar, 24) to “prove” that large-scale 
relief had been of great benefit to the 
Germans. 


BACK ON TOWER HILL 


The PPU is once more represented 
at the open-air forum at Tower Hill, 
London, on Mondays (1 to 2 p.m.) 

A new series of meetings was 
ovened by Sybil Morrison and Donald 
Port on May 1; this week Dorothy 
Evans shared the platform with 
Sybil Morrison, who will be speaking 
there regularly every Monday. : 

City workers who can attend will 
be welcome. 


A LOSS TO PACIFISM 


The Gloucester Peace Groups mourn the Joss, 
in his 48th year, of a great pacifist, the Rev. 
Walter Bone, Minister of the Unitarian Church, 
Gloucester. He was a lifelong pacifist, and 
associated with the Peace Pledge Union from 
its inception. While in Gloucester he was 
chairman of the local branch. 

In 1938 he became-a Labour member on the 
City Council and took an active part in local 
housing and educational work. 

During the last war he served in the Friends 
Ambulance Unit in France 1915-18, In 1940 he 
was instrumental in establishing one of the 
largest FAU groups in the country at the 
Gloucester City General Hosvital. In the same 
year he also drew together a number of local 
pacifists and formed a Pacifist Service Unit, 
which is still functioning, at the Royal Infirm- 
ary, Gloucester. About this time he also 
aroused much interest in Community among 
the North Gloucestershire PPU Groups, and 
succeeded in establishing the Gloucester Land 
Scheme. 

In March, 1941, Mr. Bone left Gloucester to 
run Hibbert House Hostels on behalf of the 
Unitarian Church Council for troops in the 
Middle East. While working at Alexandria he 
was taken ill with smallpox. After two days 
in hospital he passed away quietly on Apr. 16. 


A task for the common man 


From Pacifica Views (Mar. 21), a 
pacifist weekly published in Cali- 
fornia: ’ 

WOHN Steven McGroarty, “poet 
laureate” of California, reflects 
upon the folly of conquest and the 
futility of war, the tragedy of a 
whole world under arms, And then 
he records—in the strangest of places 
—a column in the Los Angeles Times 
—the fundamental truth that must 
be known by all men, if the world is 
ever to live at peace: 

“Tt really seems that the solution to 
a harsh problem that has existed since 
the world began is in the h@nds of 
common men. To get anywhere there 
must first be an end to wars, and it is 
the common man alone who can bring 
this about. 


“Tf the common man of every nation 
shall determine no longer to go forth 
to slay his fellow-man of another 
natiton, then there will be an end of 
war, and then only. There cannot even 
be an approach to world peace unless 
this consummation can be brought 
about. When war holds sway every- 
thing else must make way for it. 
Nothing else can be done while war 
exists.” (L.A. Times, Feb. 20.) 


It is the common man everywhere 
who must bring an end to war, but 
first there must be common men with 
an uncommon resolve to tell’ their 
fellows this truth and to point the 
way. How shall the truth be carried 
to the common man? ‘That is the 
question for poets, dreamers and 
common men to ponder. 


Expert tells Minister what 


NE of the spokesmen of the deputation representing 29 northern food- 
relief committees which visited the Minister of Economic Warfare on 


else the hungry need 


“concession” by which vitamin D has 


Maybe they mean 


Christian 
It has been stated by the 
National Christian Council of 


China that the first aim of the 
Council after the war will be to 
find a means of co-operation with 
Japanese brother Christians. 
Stirred by this pronouncement, re- 
ports Worldover Press, American 
Christian groups are raising funds, 
mounting to several thousand 


| dollars, to go as soon as the war 


ends to Toyohiko Kagawa, the well- 
known Japanese Christian, for his 
work of  rehabilitatng slum 
dwellers in Japanese cities, 


FIFTH FINE ON 
FIRE-GUARD C.O. 


Kenneth H, Sibley of St, Albans 
appeared before a full Bench at St. 
Albans police court. on May 4 for 
failing to do fire-guard duty when 
enrolled and directed by the local 
authority. This was his sixth prose- 
cution for fire-guard offences, his last 
appearance being at the same court 
on the previous Thursday. 

Denis Hayes of the Central Board for COs 
(for Kenneth Sibley) pointed out that the 
present summons had been served upon him as 
he left the court after the last hearing and 
was dated the day before that hearing, It was 
against the defendant's inner convictions to do 
this duty, which he believed to be part of the 
war effort. 

After the Bench had retired to consider their 
decision, the Chairman, Mr. Cyril] Dumpleton, 
Mayor of St. Albans, announced a fine of £3. 
Kenneth Sibley had previously been fined £2, 
£5, 2s. 6d. and £8, one of the summonses 
havitig been dismissed. The Chief Constable 
(and not the local authority) prosecuted. 


VAIDYA’S TRIBUNAL TODAY 


The Tribunal application of Suresh Vaidya, 
the Indian Nationalist CO, is to be heard by 
the Third (London) Division of the Appellate 
Tribunal, under the chairmanship of Sir 
Francis Floud, today (Friday) at 11 a.m. or 
slightly later. 

Suresh Vaidya, a well-known Indian journal]- 
ist, was court-martiajled at Canterbury on 
Mar. 8 and sentenced to 98 days’ imprisonment 
with hard labour for refusing to put on uni- 
form. His case had been rejected by the tri- 
bunals as being outside the provisions for 
conscientious objection. 


JOAD WRITES ON C.0.s 


By permission of the Editor of the New 
Statesman and Nation the Central Board for 
COs (6 Endsleigh St., WlC.1) is issuing as a 
2d. pamphlet (by post, $d.) an article by Dr. 
C. E. M. Joad on ‘The present position of 
conscientious objectors,” the bulk of which 
appeared in last week’s issue of that publica- 
tion, Dr. Joad concerns himself with the Civil 
Defence, industrial, and fire-watching aspects 
of conscientious objection and calls for its 
recognition in these spheres. 


STICKING TO THE CHARTER 


Saying she “took her stand on the principles 
of the Atlantic Charter,” Miss Hilda Counland 
(30), Ipswich, refused to take.up domestic 
work in a Letchworth hospital as directed. At 
Ipswich on May 4 (reported the Evening News) 
she was fined £5, but chose to go to prison 
for a month rather than pay the fine. 


WOULD NOT WORK ON SUNDAYS 


At Enfield police court on May 2 Bernard 
Rees, a CO, was.sent to prison for three 
months for failing to work as a hospital porter. 
According to the Evening News, “he first 
objected to working on Sundays, then was 
prepared to work on Sundays if given double 
pay. The authorities refused to agree and he 
refused to carry on,” 


A DOCTOR EXEMPTED 


Dr. Robert Basil Brien, 39, house surgeon at 
Wigan Infirmary, told a conscientious objec- 
tors’ tribunal at Liverpool on May 1 that he 
and hig wife broke up their home at Bourne- 
mouth in 1937 and surrendered everything to 
become missionaries abroad. ‘He was prepared 
“to continue in hospital work until after the 
war, but not to join the Forces. He was 
registered unconditionally. 


THE ALTERNATIVES 


The legal maximum of imprisonment that 
can be given for not paying 2 fine can be 
found by adding together the amount of the 
fine and any costs imposed. The following 
scaie then applies: 


If the total amount of fine and costs does not 
exceed 10s., 7 days. 

Exceeds 10s. but does not exceed £1, 14 days. 

Exceeds £1 but does not exceed £5, 1 
month, 

Exceeds £5 but does not exceed £20, 2 
months. 

Exceeds £20, 3 months, 


Space for displayed advertisements in Peace 
News is limited; most of it is booked well in 
advance of publication. Prospective advertisers 
will help to avoid disapnointment by asking 
for space to be reserved at least 3 weeks ahead. 


U.S. METHODISTS 
CHANGE THEIR MINDS 
ABOUT THE WAR 


American Methodists who at their 
general conference in 1940 (before 
Pearl Harbour) decided that they 
eould not officially “endorse, support 
or participate in” the war, last week 
reversed that decision by 3873 votes 
to 300. 

They passed another resolution 
which said “God himself has a stake 
in the struggle’ (according to 
Saturday’s News Chronicle). The 
nassage of this new resolution was 
brought about by lay votes; the 
clergy were evenly divided. 

The conference was the first to be 
held since 1940. 


NEW “ARMISTICE” MOVE IN 
LONDON CO-OP. 


Will Coppin and those associated with him 
in the Co-operative Armistice Council are 


; anxious to obtain signatures to the following 


resolution, to be submitted to the July quarterly 
meeting of the London Co-operative Society: 

“This meeting of LCS members declares that 
the time has arrived for negotiations to bring 
the war to an end before the plans of im- 
perialist rulers for extension and intensification 
of the conflict commit the peoples everywhere 
to still greater distress, destruction and 
slaughter. It asks that an immediate armistice 
be sought for discussion of peace terms so that 
the world’s workers may turn to the building 
of the new co-operative world order which all 
peoples desire and which can only be built in 
an environment of peace.” 

Already 257 signatures have been obtained. 
Forms with more signatures on should be 
returned to Will Coppin (180 Balfour Rd., 
Ilford) not Iater than Jun. 6. 


TO HELP EUROPEAN RELIEF 


The Co-operative movement is preparing to 
help in the eventual feeding and clothing of 
the inhabitants of countries at present German- 
oceupied. Its scheme has for its first objective 
the collection of £500,000; and much of the 
total has already been subscribed, including a 
£10,000°contribution by the London Co-opera- 
tive Society, Individual members are co- 
operating by assigning purchases at LOS shops 
to trading number 172,000, the dividend on 
which is allocated to this humanitarian work. 
During the half-year ended in March, dividend 
on No. 172,000 totalled £1,565 73. 6d. 


New readers can obtain Peace News for a 

trial period of 3 months at the special] rate 

of 2s. Send PO to Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., London, N.4. 


“PAX CHRISTI” 
—now moving into its third 
impression? 

Special offer to Peace News 

readers and PPU members: 

2s, 9d, instead of 3s. 6d. Limited 

period only. Postage ad. 

Apply A. D. Belden, 47 Argyle Square, 

London, W.C.1, marking letters “Pax 
Christi.” 


Have you read Dr. Belden’s book— 


won't buy my Romany 
Health Secrets: I give 
them Free in MY 
BOOK worth its 
aE 4 «= weight in gold. Send 

: only id. stamp: 
Gypsy Petulengro (Dept. B44), 
5 Heathcote Road, Boscombe, 
Bournemouth. 


PETULENGRO famous (B.B.C. ROMANY 


ae 


Your Friend In 
100 Troubles 


THE HEALING POWER 

OF GARLIC 
A herbal remedy with 
5000 years of history 


“If garlic is not a universal remedy and 
a renewer of health and youth,it appears 
at least to come nearer to that dream 
than any known thing given by nature 
for the use of man.” 

Rheumatism and Catarrh dissolved 

at their Root 
Get to know ALLYSOL, the healing 


and purifying power of garlic 


without the garlic smell 
ALLYSOL imparts NO TAINT to 
breath or person 
Send stamps 5d. for TWO 24-page 
Booklets of Life-conserving information 
CUT THIS OUT AND SAVE IT 
“(special reason) g 


GARLIC DEODORISED ANTISEPTICS | TD. 
Watermill Lane, Fairlight, Sussex. 
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